Water Resources Advisory Panel Sets Course for 2010

By Rachael Herpel, UNL Water Center and NU Rural Initiative 

As 2009 came to a close University of Nebraska–Lincoln’s Water Resources Advisory Panel (WRAP) noted yearly accomplish​ments and gave feedback. 
The year’s accomplishments included: Updating and ranking water research priorities; Using the UNL Water Center’s Water-related Research Database to identify faculty and research in priority topic areas; communicating WRAP priority rankings to faculty; identifying potential project support; developing WRAP website at water.unl.edu/wrap.

NU water faculty also continued developing proposals and projects in consideration of WRAP priorities.

Member feedback reflected a diversity of interests. When asked to project how NU should serve the state, some were satisfied with how the university currently provides data and educational information, stressing that the good work currently being done should be continued. 

Others stressed a need to focus on basic water research and data gathering and still others stressed the importance of projects taking existing research and applying it to a regulatory or management need. 

Founding WRAP member Eugene Glock noted that he’s pleased with the emphasis being placed on water research but urged the university to be even more aggressive in addressing the state’s water research priorities. He issued a challenge, saying “The uni​versity must lead in educating the population, both urban and ag, that we do not have an unlimited supply of water and that we must develop a plan for sustainability which will provide future genera​tions with the opportunity to keep our state growing socially and economically.”

When asked to identify a “special ingredient” WRAP adds to how the university serves the state, members commented that it is critical to providing citizen and stakeholder input into UNL water resources programming, bringing a dose of reality to the university by provid​ing the perspective of people who deal with water issues every day and keeping faculty grounded in what Nebraska really needs. 

Members noted the value they get from networking among a cross-section of interests and the responsibility they have to serve as informed go-betweens.

WRAP met Jan. 19 to review this feedback and plan for the cur​rent year. WRAP expressed interest in organizing future activities to address basic and applied research and education needs. 

Faculty presentations were given by research assistant professor Aris Efting, School of Natural Resources, who described methods be​ing developed to identify Nebraska’s reservoir nutrient standards and how they will be used to identify stream nutrient standards. 

Craig Allen, professor and leader of Nebraska Cooperative Fish and Wildlife Research Unit, updated progress on the Nebraska Invasive Species Project and the university’s first National Science Foundation-funded Integrative Graduate Education and Research Training (IGERT) project. “Resilience and Adaptive Governance in Stressed Watersheds” will enable up to 23 students to study complex systems of people and nature. All students will participate in extern​ships and workshops exposing them to real-world situations and give them the skills to transfer knowledge in a way that is useful to policy makers.

Jesse Korus, Conservation and Survey Division / School of Natural Resources, groundwater resources coordinator, sum​marized the recently published Nebraska Statewide Groundwater-Level Monitoring Report 2009. Groundwater levels over much of the eastern two-thirds of Nebraska rebounded slightly, due mainly to above average precipitation in 2008 and 2009.

Alan Moeller, Assistant Vice Chancellor for NU’s Institute of Agriculture and Natural Resources, briefed WRAP on the university’s budget, saying IANR expects to cut another $1.4 million from its budget this year.

WRAP meets in April to finalize their 2010 action plan and continue providing guidance to NU on state water research needs, education, and outreach programs. 

Members are Mark Brohman, Nebraska Environmental Trust; State Senator Tom Carlson, Agriculture Committee, Nebraska Legis​lature; Brian Dunnigan, Nebraska Department of Natural Resources; Eugene Glock, Cedar Bell Farms; Frank Kwapnioski, Nebraska Public Power District; Marian Langan, Audubon Nebraska; State Senator Chris Langemeier, Natural Resources Committee, Nebraska Legisla​ture; Mike Linder, Nebraska Department of Environmental Quality; John Miyoshi, Lower Platte North NRD; Kirk Nelson, Nebraska Game and Parks Commission; Jerry Obrist, Lincoln Water System; Lee Orton, Nebraska Well Drillers Association; Jay Rempe, Nebraska Farm Bureau; Dennis Strauch, Pathfinder Irrigation District; and Dayle Wil​liamson, Office of U.S. Senator Ben Nelson.

